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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRI  CULTURE 
PRODUCTION  AND  MARKETING  ADMINISTRATION 
.    .  •         WASHINGTON,  25,  D.  C. 


April  12,  194£ 


FRUIT  AND  VEGETABLE  BRANCH 
ADMINISTRATIVE  LETTER  No.  8 


OFFICE  OF  THE  DIRECTOR 


< 1 1  7947 


D_EHJTYjiJ^_ASSI^^ 

In  order  effectively  to  meet  'the  wide  responsibilities  vested  in  the  Produc- 
tion and  Marketing  Administration,   the  Admini strator  has  appointed  a  Deputy 
and  three  Assistant  .administrators , ..as  outlined  in  Administrative  Notice 
No.  14,  dated  April  8.  ."'  * 

I  have  accepted  the  additional-  responsibilities  of  Assistant  Administrator 
witti  the  hope  that  I.  X-iay  more"  effectively  serve  the  interests  "of  the 
commodity  Branches.  .  '  ":" 

Mrs iS.  R.  Smi.th.  has  been  designated  Director  of  the • Fruit • and- Vegetable 

"Branch'.'  ...•••>••  •  ; 1  •      '  ■         • ;0'  ' ' 

The  assumption  of  these  additional  duties  on  my  part  will  in  no  way  affect 
my  interest  in  the  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Eranch,,  ...Obviously,  the  problems  of 
the  Eranch  will  necessarily  come  to  'my  attention  through  the  advice  of  the 
Director.  Whatever  the  nature  of  these  problems, >  the  personnel  of  the 
Eranch  may  rest  assured  that  they  will  receive  my-  immediate  attention,  and- 
that  I  shall  exert  every  effort  to  return  the  assistance  aiM  courtesy  which 
have  been  extended  to  me  by-  each  and  every  member  of -the  Eranch  ' throughout 
the  period  of  our  association.  . 

4  ' 

;         ..  E.  a.  .  Meyer  .,. 

•-••■>. :       ;  Assistant  Administrator 

FRESH  PRODUCTS  STANDARDIZATION  aND .INSPECTION  DIVISION 

DOJNOT_EMPLOY  JaME$  WILLLuM  HILL_a_S  Lljjal^ 

FR01/[_WASHINGT0N  '  .-.  •  " 

During  February  1946  while  working'  as  a  licensed  Federal~S tate  Inspector  in 
Florida  the  actions  of  James  William  Hill  of  West  Virginia  were  such  that  hf 
should  not  be  employed  as  a  licensed  inspector  in  any  area  without  specific 
approval  from  this  office. 
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DO_^TOT_EMPLOY  JoMES  D._S3LL  aS_LI_CE1TOT  WITHOUT  &mOYQ_JBQU  WA^HINGTOH_ 

Because  of  actions  which  were  not  for  the  good  of  the  service  during  November 
1945,  while  acting  as  a  Federal-State  licensed  sweet  potato  inspector  in 
Louisiana,  James  D«  Bell  of  Louisiana  should  not  be  licensed  in  any  area  as 
a  fresh  fruit  and  vegetable  inspector  without  specific  apprf^val  from  the 
Washington  office. 

E.  E.   Conklin,  Chief 


;   .        MaEKET.IJS^S  DIVISION  . 

a  number  of  clippings  sent  in  by  Mr.  R.   G>  Risserfrom  Hammond,-  -La.,  tell 
of  the  active  interest  in  air  shipment  of  strawberries  from  that  area.  One 
firm  sends  out  about  four  planes  nightly  from  Baton  Rouge  with  loads  of 
around  100  crates  each  destined  to  midwest  and  southwest  points.     The  longest 
flight  reported  was  to  C-lendale,   California  -  a  return  load  for  .a  plane  which 
had  brought  flowers  East.     Some  have  been  handled  by  the  Railway  Express 
.agency  in  combination  Rail-air  service. 

The  closing  of  the  Rochester  office  on  April  12  represents  the  earliest 
cleanup  in  Western  Hew  York  since  1929.    all  vegetable  crops,  there  cleaned 
up  much  earlier  than  normal  this  year. 

The  cooperative  Federal-State  office  operated  by  the  California  Market  News 
Division  at  V/asacc,   California,  opened  on  april  11.     Trade  reports  indicate 
the  most  disease  free  and  cleanest  crop  in  a  number  of  years. 

South  Texas  »nion  shipments  developed  earlier  than  expected  and  increased 
very  rapidly  from  21  cars  on  April  1  to  291  cars  on  April  10.     Most  of  the 
crop  to  date  has  moved  from  the  Raymondville  district  with  only  a  light 
movement  from  Laredo.     Demand  has  been  very  heavy  with  all  sales  at  ceiling 
or  above. 

Rains  have  delayed  potatoes  in  southern  Alabama.  Digging  is  expected  to  be- 
come active  during  the  week  of  -tipril  22.  The  office  previously  operated  at 
Mobile  will  be  in  Foley  this  year,  placing  it  closer  to  the  shipping  area. 

Present  reports  indicate  cabbage  movement  will  become  active  from  the 
Crystal  Springs-Hazelhurst  area  of  Mississippi  around  April  20* 
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_TE^O^Y_F^ELD_SMIOHS 
•  _Lo_cajt  i  on 

Belle  Glade,  Pi  a.  LW 
West  Lake  Road 

Hammond,  La. 

Post  Office  Eldg. 

Hastings,  Ela.  LW 

Power  &  Light  Eldg.  .  -i 

Lakeland,  Ela.  LW 
Eox  191 

Laredo ,  Tex. 
Hamilton  Hotel 

Phoenix,  Ariz. 

602  Security  Eldg.  ■;. 

Plant  City,  Ela. 

Eox  449  "'■ 

Presque  Isle,  Me. 
Federal  Eldg. 

Sanford,  Fla.  LW 

State  Earners  Market 

Weslaco,  Tex.  LW 
Post  Office  Eldg. 


I_n_Charge 
D.R.Hall 

R«  G.  Hi  sser 

J.M.Roberts. 

"  H.F.Willson" 

E.E.Paulson 

J .A. Hunter 

R.M.Peterson 

J . C. Xeller 

CD.  She  man 

R.E.Winfrey 


_Co_nnodijty 
Vege tables" 

S  trawberries 

Potatoes 

Citrus 

Onions 

Lettuce 

Straws  & 
Misc.-  Vegs.. 

•Potatoes 
Celery  &  Vegs. 
Citrus  &  TJegs. 


Probable  Opening 
_&_Closi  ng_Da  t  es 

Nov.l-May  15 


Mar.  25- May  10 
April  1-June  1 
Oct. 7-May  17 
.dpr.  8-May  10 
Mar.l2-Apr.  26 
Jan. 16 -May  10 
Sept.lO-May  10 
Jan.  2-  May  31 
0ct.l8-May  31 


_CL0SED_  "  ~  ;  

Grand  Forks,  N.D. 
Grand  Rapids,  Mich 
Idaho; Falls,  Idaho 
Rochester,  11.  Y. 

OPENING 
Foley,  Alabama 
Crystal  Springs,  Miss. 

LW  -  Indicates  on  leased 


E.I. Eur r ell 
C.E.Miller 
L.W.Gay 
A.  L.  Thomas 


H.Jack  Jones 
E.I. Burr ell 


Po  tatoes 
Vege table  s 
Po  tatoes 
Vegetables 


Potato  es 
Vegetables 


Sept.17-Apr.12 
0ct.29-Apr.  5 
0ct.l~Apr.10 
Aug. 27- Apr. 12 


Apr.22-May  25 
Apr. 24- June  25 


wi  re. 


C  D.  Schoolcraft, 


Chief 
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PROCESSED  PRODUCTS  STiilttMUDIZiiTIOH  /Om  INSPECTION  DIVISION 
S_M5^feZATXQN     ...   :  y*  '-.'-'•"  - 

Interest^  in  frozen  pre-cooked  foods,  a' muclr  publicized  venture,  has  prompted 
many-  inquiries  relative  to  the  problems  of  standardization  of  the  quality  of 
such  products,  particularly  the  preparedr.plates.     Other  considerations  are 
involved  also,  particularly  with  respect  "to" 'bacteriological  contamination, 
both -during  tine  of  preparation  and  before  freezing.     Dr.  Ilildred  Boggs , 
■well  known  for  her  research  in  the  frozen  food  field,  and  associated  with 
the  Western  Regional  Research  Laboratory," included  the  Processed  Poods 
Division "in  connection  with  a  survey  of  the  frozen  foods  industry  as 
related  with,  these  new  products.  ...  -  • 

Requests  for  immediate  development  of  United  States  Standards  for  Grades 
include  the  following  commodities:  Erozen  sweet  cherries,   canned  mixed 
(diced)  fruits,  canned,  dried  ( soaked)  lina  beans ,  canned  dried  Garbanzo 
i( chick)  peas ,  and  canned  shell  beans,    Reports  from  the  field  force  indicate 
a  background  of  information  is  available  and. that  a  need  for  standards  has 
arisen  due  to  the  interest  ±n  the  conserva'ti'on  and  preservation  of  as  much 
and- as  many  kinds  of  foodstuffs  as  possible. 

^NAP_5Ert.N  PA0I03RS  PRgPAEIIJG  EOR  BO mj^^tiM" 

Public  hearings  are  scheduled  to  start  about  May  14,  in  connection  with 
establishment  of  a  minimum • Standard  of  Quality  for  Canned  Green  or  Wax 
Eeans*  *  Northwsest  packers  are  extremely  concerned  because  of  the  effect 
such  a  mandatory  standard  will  have  on  interstate  shipment '  oyf  number  5 
sieve  size  Blae  Lake  beans.,  many  of  which  Usually  posses.s  high  percentages 
of  very  -tough  strings.    Eastern  packers  are  highly  concerned  because  of 
fibrous  walls  customarily  found  in  many  of. the  number  5  siey.£  size  and  larger 
beans.     Some  packers  are  claiming  farmers  will  not  deliver  the  beans  when 
they  are -at  their  optimum  stage  of  development  for  making  the  best  canned 
product  because  the  weight  of  the  beans  is  -not  high  enough'  to  give  the- 
grower  the  best  financial  return  without  an  incentive  payment "f OX". -delivery 
of  high  quality  raw  beans;-  als.o ,   the  farriers*  '..claim  pickers.  Will  not  pick 
the -beans  until  they  reach  a  stage  of '  development  to  reflect  the 'highest 
weight  possible.  ..... 

RE  VI  EVf_0?-  'PROPOSED_LaBELS 

This  Division  recently  reviewed  and  advised  the  U.  S.   Inspected  Poods 
Educational  Service,  a  privately  operated  organization,  regarding 
approximately  70  proposed  labels  for  25  processed  .fruits  and 'vegetables. 
These  labels  will  incorporate  the  use  of  a  copyrighted  "Shielded  Consumar 
Information  Panel'1  which  will  give  the  consumer  a  statement  of  grade  in 
accordance  with  U.   S.   Standards,  descriptive  information  regarding  the 
product,   such  as  number  of.  servings-,  number  of  units  in  a  can  of  peaches, 
degree  of  sirup  in  fruits,  and  suggestions  as  to  recipe  uses  and  prepara- 
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tion.     These  comprehensive  labels  will  "be  used  by  packers  approved  for 
continuous-  inspection  ;by  : the  Department  of  Agri culture.     The  labels  will 
also  carry  the  statement,  "Packed  Under  Continuous-  Inspection  of  the  U.  S. 
Itep&r-tmenttf  of:  s^r.ilculture.-n        .,  .  . 

Industry  demands  for  inspe  ction'of  frozen  "fruits  'and  Vegetables,  -/ire  in-  • 
creasing.     The  Philadelphia  laboratory  of  "'this  Division' is'  inspecting  upon 
arrival  the  majority  of  all  frozen  fruits  and  vegetables  received  in  the 
Philadelphia- territory,  which  includes  Camden,  1>T.  J.,  and  Chester,  Pa. 

GEORGIA  PEACH  FiffiEZERS_IffiqiSST_ASS^STAHCE 

Georgia,  peach. freezers  are  arranging  'to '  mee~t'"with  Jv  &:*  Woodroof,  Food 
Technologist,  Georgia  Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  and  Thomas  K.  Miller 

to  discuss  means  for 


o  f  -thi  s  Di  vi  s  ion ,  o  n ; Apr i  1  .19 ,  .  i  n  Maco  n ,  Geo  r gi  a , 
improvements  i&-q\iality  of  Georgia  frozen  'peaches':1 


ADDRESS  BY  EDMUND  J.  EVANS 

—    —  — —    — -    —   —    —    —  —  — ■ 

Mr.  Edmund.'.  J.  Evans {i7  Regional.  Supervisor.,  Atlantic  Region,  presented  an 
address  on  "Standardization  .and.  Inspection,  of  Frozen  E'ruits-' and-.  Vegetables" 
before  the  National  Wholesale.  Frozen'  Foods  Distributors  ,  Inc.  ,  vi-ri..  IJew  York-, 
on  March  28  ,  1946.  -         . r.rr:' 

GRADING  DEMONSTRATIONS'"  '      •  '*  *  ""-  •      -      [  '■  v.        '  ,:  :  ".  .  -. 


Representatives  of  this  Divi sion  from'  the'  Washington  office  explained" U.. -:S. 
Standards  and  presented  a  grading  "dehohs't  rati  oLn  of  •  canned  fruits  and     •  - 
vegetables  to  consumers  of  the  Greenbelt  Community  and  personnel  of  their 
cooperative  stores.      ... ..  ..; 

Reports  indicate  that  members  of  our  Winter  Haven  office  presented  a  very 
attractive  and  informative  display  at  the  Florida  Orange  Festival  in 
February.     Inspectors  participating  in,  this  exhibit  were  Arthur  R.  Pobjecky, 
Charles  Washington,  Jewell  Reeves  , '  Helen' Elli's;  Frances  Burnett,  and  Milton 
Kaplow. 

Grading  demonstrations  consumer  and  home  economics  groups  which  have  n'o.t. 
been  previously.. reported  .include  the.  following: 


DAjTE_  . .-. ;  .  GROUP 

1/17/46         American  Association  of 
.  -University  .Women 

2/14/46.         Dietitions,  Multnomah  and 
Good  Samaritan  Hospitals 


ADDRESS 


INSPECTORS 


'Sacramento , Calif.  .  Dorothy.  L  Sulliva 

•  '  -Virginia  .McClendo 

Portland,  Oregon      Ruthmary  Schrepel 
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dateJ_  *  • 
3/1  &  3/2 

3/13/46" 

3/20/46 
3/27/46 
3/28/46 
BROADCAST 


GROUP  . 

Hone  Econoniqg  glasses 
University  of  Minnesota 

American  Association-  of 
^University  Women  States 
Wide  Consumer  Conference 

Eas  tman-Kodak  Di  e  ti  tians 


ADDRESS 


INSPECTORS 


Minneapolis ,  Minn.  John  E,  Wegener 


Columbus,  Ohio 


E.  H.  Bagley 


Rochester,    N*  Y.      Max  S.  Austin 

Madeline  A.  Anglin 


Media  Cooperative  Association  Media,  Pa, 


Nancy  Searl 
Anna  M.  Loughry 


Consumer  and  Co-op  Grocery        Greenbelt,  Md.      Elinore  T.  Linderer 
Store  Employees  Lyda  M.  Sutherland 


E.  H.  Bagley  was  presented  in  a  radio  "broadcast  over  Station  WOSU,  Columbus., 
Ohio,  on  March  8,  1946.     The  script  for  this  "broadcast  was  made .  available 
by  the  Radio  Section,  Marketing  Reports  Division. 

ASSUMING_DUTI_ES  AS_A_CTIN&  ^GI0M_S^ERVI^0R,_M2D^T_REG20N 

Mr.  'Max  S.  Austin  will  assixie  duties  as  Acting  Regional  Supervisor  in  the 
Midwest  Region  of  this  Division,  on  April  20,  1946. 


E.  L.  Southerland,  Chief 


REGULATORY  DIVISION 


RETIREMENT  ■  • 

With  sincere  regret  we  report  the  retirment  of  Mr.  Elmer  A.  Albritton 
because  of  disability.    He  has  been  in  charge  of  offices  of  the  Division  at 
Atlanta  and  Winter  Haven,  serving  largely  in  the  capacity  of  license  repre- 
sentative.    Doctors  have  ordered  a  complete  rest,  and  freedom  from  excite- 
ment and  worry.     His  loss  to  the  Division  will  be  keenly  felt.     To  Elmer 
we  extend  sincere  wishes  for  a  gradual  and  complete' 'recovery. 


Mr.  Earsha  spent  the  week  of  April  7  in  Atlanta  and  Augusta,  Georgia,  and 
Mobile,  Alabama,  investigating  complaints  and  attending  hearings. 
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Consideration  is  being  given  to  amending  sone  of  the  trade  .terns  and 
definitions,  particularly  such  "terns  as  "f.o.b.  acceptance",  "rolling 
acceptance"  and  "f.o.b.  acceptance  final",     further  announcement  in  this 
respect  will  be  nade  at  a  later  date. 

T.   C.  Curry,  In  Charge 


VEGETABLE  DIVISION 


March  green  PSA  CEILING-  EXTENDED  THROUGH  aP.RIL  15 


Amendment  173  to  MPS  426  provides  for  postponement,  from  April  1  to  April 
16,  of  the  date  on  which  the  f.o.b.  price  ceiling  for  green  peas  is  stepped 
down  from  $3.50  to  $2.80  a  bushel.     The  basing  point  change  from  Calipatria 
to  Santa  Barbara,  California  is  also  postponed  to  the  same  date..     In  view 
of  the  tendency  of  buyers  in  distant  receiving  markets  to  anticipate  drops 
in  the  f.o.b.  ceiling  price  by  the  amount  of  time  involved  in  transportation 
and  sale,  Amendment  173  is  designed  to  enable  growers  and  shippers  to 
receive  the  full  ceiling  -price  up  to  the  first  part  of  April. 

J3TATI_STI  GAL  SUMviARY  OE_VEGET^LE_PimCASSS_ 

The  Division  has  just  published  a  statistical  summary  showing  the  quantities 
of  different  vegetables  purchased  for  price  support  purposes  under  Section 
32  programs,  by  states  and  semi-yearly  periods  from  1934  when  the  first 
'purchases  with  Section  32  funds  were  made,   through  1945. 

During  the  12-year  period  the  Government  purchased  a  total  of  441,031  tons 
of  vegetables'  other  than  potatoes  at  a  total  conmodi  ty  cost  of  $8,622,121.04. 

CEILING  PRICES_E0R_ CANTALOUPS  aND  MISCELLANEOUS  |SL0NS_T0  BE_iiDJlJSTED 

Acting  on  a  recommendation  from  this  Division,  OPa  is;  preparing  an  amendment 
to  MPR  426  increasing  "ceiling  prices  for  cantaloups  and  melons  other  than 
watermelons  to  reflect  increases  in  parity,  which  now  exceeds  grower  prices 
reflected  in  price'  ceilings. 

RECORDS  0E_Sv7EET?0TAT^ 

Area  auditors  from  the  Office  of  Audit  are  now  in  South  Carolina,  Louisiana, 
and  Texas  conducting  a  routine  audit  of  dehydrators'  records  in  connection 
with  the  dehydrated  sweetpotato  contracts  which  will  be  used  as.  the  basis 
•for  final  settlement  with  the  dehydrators.    Jill  dehydration  operations  under 
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these  contracts  have  now  been  completed.    Production  in  14  plants  from  the 
1945  crop  is  approximately  10,600,000  pounds. 

DEF^RT^NT_D_ISF0_SI1IG_05;  SURPLUS  PAjCIOJJG  KATERIALS 

As  a  result  of  the  termination  of  dehydration  contracts,   the  Department 
acquired  certain  lots  of  surplus  cans,  cartons,  steel  strapping,  p^nd  other 
packing  materials.     One  lot  in  Centuria,  Wisconsin  has  been  sold  at  cost 
($8,570.29)   to  a  Liichigan  potato  dehydrator.    a  slightly  larger  lot  of 
materials  in  Alabama  remains  to  be  sold. 

DEHYDRATED  SOUP  SOLD  TO  ARMY 


The  Department  has  recently, completed  negotiations  for  the  sale  of  564,134 
pounds  of  dehydrated  vegetable  soup  to  the  .urny.     This  soup  was  packed  in 
1943.     This  sale  together  with  sales  of  smaller  lots  of  other  types  of  soup 
will  clean  up  surplus  inventories  of  the  older  packs. 

Approximately  150,000  pounds  of  dehydrated  chicken  noodle  soup  remain  to  be 
sold  out  of  amounts  originally  packed  in  1945  for  the  Red  Cross,  largely  for 
prisoner  of  war  feeding. 


PURCHASE  0E  CANNED  VEGK 


INDER  PURCHASE'  GUARANTY  PROG&vII 


Early  in  the  1945  season.it  was.  announced  as  part  of  the  prl-ce  support 
program  that  the  Department,  would  purchase  any  portion  of  each  canner's- 
set-aside  quota  not  purchased  by  the  Army  up  to  90  percent  of  the  ouota. 
In  addition,    the  Department  agreed  to  purchase  from  any  canner  any  quantitie 
of  the  four  major  canned  vegetables,  including  tomato  juice, :  at  the  weighted 
average  price  paid  or  offered  by  the  Army  Quartermaster.     Under  the  terms 
of  this  announcement,  several  lots  of  canned  vegetables  have  been  offered 
to  the  Department  and  the  following  lots  have  been  purchased: 


_Item 
Snap  beans 
Carrots 


Sitate  o_f _0ri  .gin 

Maryland  and 
Pennsylvania 
California 


Quantijty_ 

18,474  doz.  Ho.  2  cans 

865  doz.  No.  10  cans 

15,926  doz.  No.  2  cans 

12,414  doz.  No,  2g  cans 

1,946  doz.  No.  10  cans 


PURCHASE  OE  SURPLUS  SPINaCH 


Some  17  cars  of  surplus  spinach  were  purchased  in  .the  Norfolk  Section  of 
Virginia  during  the  3  day  period- April  4-6.  "The  market  has  advanced  and 
it  will  pro.bably  be  unnecessary  to  make  any  further  purchases  in  that  area. 

The  purchase  authority  included  Arkansas  and  Oklahoma  but  it  is  reported 
that  hot  weather  in  the  spinach  areas  of  these  states  has  damaged  the 
spinach  to  such  an  extent  that  it  is  unsuited  for  shipment. 
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S^tLE  AlWUNCElffiNT? 


The  following  sale*  announcements  covering  processed  vegetables  declared 
surplus  "by.  the  owr.ing  agency  and  turned  over  to  the  Department  for  sale 
have  been  sent  ou*  "by  this  Division  since  the  last  report.. 


Dajbe_ 

Mar.  26 
Mar..  21 
Mar..  26 
Apr.  3 
Apr.  8 


Announcement 


FV-57 
FV-fi8 
FV--o5 
FY-  70 


Commodity 

Canned  Tomato  Paste 
Canned  Tomato  Puree 
Sweet  Pickle  Relish 
Canned  Tomato  Catsup  - 
Canned  Asparagus 


Quantity; 

19,570  doz..  No .  i6  cans 

5, '079  doz.  Ho.  10  cans 

15,215  doz.  1-gal.  cans 

3,000.  doz.- Ho.-  10  cans 

67,515  doz.  Ho. .10  cans 

24,032  doz.  $0.  2j  cans 

104,898  doz.  No.  2  cans 


WSa  GBaNTED  ADD  I  •CLONAL  PRIORITY  FOR  ONIONS 


^n  order  has  "be»en  issued  by  the  Administrator  of  WFO  71  granting  a  priority 
to  WSA  for  the  purchase  of  10  cars  of  fresh  onions  during. the  period  April 


1  to  15. 


DISP0SaL_0F  DffHI^I^^D^C^EA^ 

It  now  appearm  that  the  total  amount  of  dehydrated-  cabbage  to  be  disposed 
of  fron  existing  contracts  may  total  slightly  in  excess  of  4  million  pounds. 
Requirements  have  been  received  which,  it- is  believed,  will  cover  the  entire 
amount  available.     Of  the  3xr,  million  pounds,  requisitioned  by  the  Italian 
Government,  (lie wever,  none  .has  been  lifted  as  yet.' 


L.  S.  Fenn.  Chief 


POTATO  DIVISION 

ALASKAN  STILUS 

Many  complaints  being  received  concerning  Associated  Press  story  of  need 
to  dump  2*000  tons  of  Matamuska  Valley  potatoes  due  to  removal  of  military 
personnel  and.  consequent  lack  of  market.    Branch  is  aiding  Alaskan  trade 
and  Delegates  to  Congress' do  everything. possible  to  find  market  in  Canada 
or  Northwest  coast  cities. 
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ICC  MINIMUM  LOADING  ORDERS_aND_PERMITS 

Anendnent  5  to  Office  of  Defense  Transportation  18A  expired  on  March  31,  so 
the  provisions  of  18A  again  prevail.     This  p emits  the  loading  of  potatoes 
to  not  less  than  45,000  pounds  if  packed  in  100-pound  sacks  of  "burlap,  cotton, 
paper  or  in  wood;   to  a  42,000  pounds  minimum  when  packed  in  containers  of 
less  than  100  pounds,  and  to  a  42,000  pound  minimum  if  loaded  in  "bulk. 

Special  Permit  No.-  349  allows  new,  fresh- harvested  1946  crop  potatoes  from 
Alabama, ,  Arkansas,  Florida,  Georgia,  Kentucky,  Louisiana,  Mississippi, 
-North  Carolina,  Oklahoma,  South  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Texas  and  Virginia,  ' 

to  be  loaded  to  a  weight  of  not  less  than  30,000  pounds  until  May  31. 

Under  Spe*cial"  Permit  No.  350  new,  fresh-harvested  1946  crop  potatoes  from' 
Arizona  and  California  may  "be  loaded  to  not  less  than  36,000  pounds  until'  - 
May  31  and  then  40,000  pounds  until  expiration  of  the  Permit  on  June  30. 

NEW  I_NTEEEST_IN  P0_TAT0_STARCH 

A  foreign  government  is  trying  desperately  to  obtain  up  to  5,000  tons  of 
potato  starch  for  use  in  baby  food.  Simultaneously,  many  fine-goods  textile 
mills  are  threatened  with  curtailment  or  shut  downs  for  lack  of  potato 
starch.    Eranch  making  every  effort  to  encourage  additional  production 
this  year.     Prospects  limited  because  of  effective  disposal  of  surpluses 
in  area  having  starch  facilities. 

DEHYDPATI0N  CONTRACTS  SET 

Contracts  for  purchase  of  10,700,000  pounds  of  dehydrated  potatoes'  for 
Erisith  India  have  been  executed.    Most  will  come  from  Idaho-Oregon-  Wash- 
ington, where  facilities  are'  numerous  in  or  close  to  production  areas. 
Substantial  part,  however,  will  come  from  Red  River  Valley,  where  great- 
est surplus  is  located  but  facilities  are  more  limited. 

A,  E.  Mercker,  Acting  Chief 


DRIED  FRUIT  DIVISION 

SURPLUS  _SaLES_ 

Sale  under  Announcement  EV-66,  dated  March  29,  of  approximately  2,700  tons 
of  raisins,  will  complete  the  sale  in  civilian  channels  of  Commodity  Credit 
Corporation  stocks  of  dried  fruit  not  needed  on  programs,   except  for 
several  small  lots,   totaling  approximately  120  tons  which  will  be  sold  in 
the  near  future.     Approximately  8,000  tons  of  dried  fruit  have  been  de- 
clared surplus  by  the  Army,  Navy  and  War  Shipping  Administration.  Of 
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this,  about  300  tons  have  been  sold,  and  the  remainder  will  be  announced 
for  sale  soon. 

Tree  nuts  declared  surplus  by  the  Navy,  totaling  about  368  tons,  have  been 
sold.     It  is  expected  that  an  additional  quantity,  possibly  2,000,000  to 
2,500,000  pounds  of   surplus  tree  nuts  in  vacuum  pack  consumer  cans  will  be 
declared  surplus  in  the  near  future. 

During  March,  subsidy  payments  on  raisins  totaled  $704,082.50  and  on  prunes 
$647,398.27.     The  total  subsidies  paid  on  the  1945  crop  to  the  end  of  March 
were  for  raisins  $9,697,566.90  and  for  prunes  $5,416,217.29,  or  a  total  of 
$15,113,784.19  of  which  $501,218.71  has  been  refunded  to  Commodity  to  cover 
raisins  and  prunes  exported  from  civilian  supplies. 

UTI_LIZaTI_0N  0?_^ISINS_F0R_BE^EaGE  MtiNUmpTUiffi 

The  demand  for  raw  material  to  be  used  for  distillation  purpose  has  in- 
creased to  the  extent  that  it  may  be  necessary  to  reinstitute  the  inspec- 
tion of  raisin  packing  house  waste  to  prevent  edible  raisins  being  used  for 
conversion  into  high-proof,  brandy  or  alcohol.     T/E0  16  prohibits  the  use 
of  raisins  for  beverage  purposes  and  a  press  release  has  just  been  issued 
calling  attention  to  this  fact. 

ATTENDANCE  AT  CaLIEORNIa  INDUSTRY  COLO  T TEE  MEETINGS 


Beginning  April  16,  Mr.  James  Foole  of 
month  in  California  attending  regional 
conferring  with  representatives  of  the 


this  Division  will  spend  about  a 
advisory  committee  meetings  and 
dried  fruit  and  tree  nut  industries. 


E.  Um   Graham,  Chief. 


